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We spend 40 days wandering in the wilderness of 
Lent and all that time we are preparing—preparing 
for the parade of palms that leads Jesus into Jerusa-
lem, preparing for the last supper where our Lord 
washes our feet and tells us to eat the bread, which 
is his body, and drink from the cup, which is his 
blood. We prepare for the 
pain and grief of Good Fri-
day, and we prepare for the 
vigil of Saturday. And then 
we prepare for the celebra-
tion of the resurrection on 
Sunday morning. We spend 
quite a bit of time prepar-
ing our hearts, deepening 
our faith, and praying for 
the strength to walk with 
our Lord throughout this 
long Lenten season. And 
then on Easter Sunday we shout Alleluias and cele-
brate that death has been defeated and then…it’s all 
over. We have a nice dinner with our families, plant 
the tulips and lilies in the garden, and continue on.  

So I’m wondering if we continue on as if none of 
that preparation makes a difference. I’m wondering 
if we continue on as if none of those things matter 
in the ordinary times. In the shadow of the cross, in 
the echoes of the empty tomb, in the busyness of 
everyday, do our lives bear witness to the unbeliev-
able and awe-inspiring good news that Christ is Ris-
en? Do our lives witness to this incredible good 
news, or is it all business as usual?  

Because I don’t know about you, but after Easter, 
some days I forget. I forget that my life is a living 

testimony to this good news. I forget that my words 
and my hands are Christ’s. I forget that my love is 
Christ’s love. I may not forget all day…but the fur-
ther from Easter we get sometimes the more I for-
get. Some days, even though I call myself Christian, 
I get it all wrong.  

I think this is the hardest part 
about the Easter season. 
Once our worship is over and 
we go home we tend to for-
get that the empty tomb truly 
means something for us. We 
forget that new life is ours 
and that God has turned the 
world on its head. Because of 
the resurrection death be-
comes life, the weak become 
strong, love becomes power, 

fear becomes joy, and despair becomes hope. But 
we forget. I forget. The world wants us to forget. 
Life becomes busy and we get further and further 
from the empty tomb and we forget.  

So dear church, today I want to remind you that 
you are God’s beloved and you are part of the Body 
of Christ. I want to remind you that you embody 
love and that we all have the power, each and every 
day, to bring the kingdom of God into the present. 
I want to remind you that every time we forget that 
we are the words and hands of Christ that God’s 
forgiveness is available. I want to remind you that 
every time you neglect to love your neighbor or 
yourself that God’s forgiveness breathes new life 
into you. And I want you to remember that this 
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Prayer Requests 

Prayer Circle: Please call the church office at 610.777.7885 to place people on or remove people from 
the prayer circle. Let us know how long this person should remain on the list. If you want someone to be 
on the list for a certain time (e.g., surgery and recovery for two weeks) let us know. When a request is re-

ceived, a chain of calls is initiated to five groups who pray as requested. That’s a lot of 
prayer! This is especially good for immediate and urgent requests.  

Prayers during worship and in Grace Notes: Contact the church office to add or 
remove people from prayers during worship and in Grace Notes. We are removing peo-
ple who have been on the list for some time unless we hear from members to keep spe-
cific people on the list. We appreciate your help with this! 

Graduating or Know Someone Who Is? 

We would like to know who is graduating from high school or college this year. Perhaps you have a child, 
grandchild or godchild who is graduating. Whether moving on to college or the workforce, this is a mo-
mentous occasion and we hope you share it with us. Photos and stories are encouraged and welcomed. 
Contact the office at 610.777.7885 or graceshillington@graceshillington.org.  

Memorial Day 

More than 150 years ago, Memorial Day took shape amid the backdrop of the U.S. Civil War. Before the 
war ended, women began decorating the graves of fallen soldiers. In 1868, when May 30 was designated 
as Decoration Day, loved ones placed flowers on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers alike. 
 
By 1882, Decoration Day became known as Memorial Day, 
and soldiers who died in other wars were honored, too. Over 
time, it became a day to remember all loved ones who have 
died—in war and otherwise. In 1971, Congress declared Me-
morial Day a national holiday to be observed on the last Mon-
day in May. On Memorial Day, we pause to remember people 
who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country and for our 
freedom. We also pray for those who continue serving, espe-
cially those in harm’s way.  

breath of new life frees you to walk on a new path, reach out to one who 
seems other, and offers you the strength and faith to come alive again.  

This Easter season, as we travel further from the shadow of the cross and 
the empty tomb I invite you to lift your eyes in hope and to hear the prom-
ise of the resurrection. In the busyness of everyday I invite you to serve in 
gratitude. In the restlessness of the night please remember that you are be-
loved and that your life is a witness to the glories of the resurrection. For 
Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!  

Thanks be to God! 

Your fellow traveler,  
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The Knifty Knitters meet in the Roper Parlor at 2 PM on the first and third 
Tuesday of each month. They provide a great opportunity for socialization in 
addition to a ministry of our church. They always welcome new people interested 
in creativity and friendship; please join them! 

Christian Symbol—The Robe 

A robe, specifically one that’s new and white, symbolizes the righteousness we receive 
through Jesus’ death and resurrection. Isaiah 61:10 speaks of “the garments of salvation” and 
“the robe of righteousness.” In Revelation 6:11, faithful mar-
tyrs each receive a white robe. People who are being baptized 
or confirmed often wear white robes as a sign of purity.  

God's Hands 

Exactly a century ago, Irish physician Alexander 
Irvine published My Lady of the Chimney Corner, a 
book dedicated to his saintly mother. The protag-
onist, Anna, lives and ministers to others as Ir-
vine’s own mother had done. 

In the story, Anna visits a neighbor who has just 
lost a son at sea. After talking for a while, Anna suggests they pray togeth-
er. With heads bowed, she reaches to place a loving hand on the grieving 
mother’s forehead. Afterward, the woman says, “I think I felt his touch 
upon my brow,” referring to God. 

Anna says, “God is everywhere looking for hands to use. Sometimes he 
takes the hand of a doctor and uses it in healing. Sometimes he takes the 
hand of a mother to soothe the brow of a fevered child. And sometimes he 
takes the hand of an old critter like me to bring a bit of help and comfort 
to a neighbor. But they are all God’s hands, and God is everywhere look-
ing for hands to use.” 

Spring Cleanup 

It’s that time of year again for Grace’s annual Spring 
Cleanup! Saturday, May 7, beginning at 8 AM, we will 
meet to clean up the Church grounds and mulch imme-
diately afterwards. We will also plant geraniums, expect-
ing to complete this work within three hours. Please 
bring any wheelbarrows, rakes, shovels, trimmers or 
anything else you think would be beneficial to complete 
the tasks at hand. 

As  you may recall, this is always a good time to get together with friends 
and acquaintances from church to team up and beautify the church 
grounds. We want to make our campus inviting to everyone—members, 
neighbors and passersby. 

If you can help, please notify Mark Smith by email (mmsmith4@ptd.net) 
or text or phone him at 610.763.0343. 
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May Sponsorships  
We appreciate everyone who continues to sponsor 
our standing expenses: altar flowers from Stein’s, 
the eternal flame, the Reading Eagle ad, which pro-
vides information about our worship services and 
Sunday School, and bulletins. Digital Ministry spon-
sors are recognized in the online service as well as in 
Grace Notes.  

May 1 — Easter 3 

Flowers — Lara & Trevor Knosp in honor of Ror-
y’s birthday 
Eagle Ad —  

Eternal Flame — Suzette & Brian Frantz celebrat-
ing their 44th anniversary 

Bulletins — Anne & Bill Scheirer celebrating Tyler’s 
20th birthday 

Digital Ministry — Skip & Nancy O’Leary for their 
39th wedding anniversary 

May 8 — Easter 4 

Flowers — Suzie Harteg in honor of granddaughter 
Madisyn Gassert’s 12th birthday 
Eagle Ad —  

Eternal Flame — Suzie Harteg in loving memory 
of Blaine Harteg; Suzette & Brian Frantz for their 
44th anniversary 

Bulletins —  
Digital Ministry — Skip & Nancy O’Leary in 
memory of granddaughter Kaja 

May 15 — Easter 5 

Flowers —  

Eagle Ad —  
Eternal Flame — Suzie Harteg in loving memory 
of Ardelle Herzog; Suzette & Brian Frantz celebrat-
ing their 44th anniversary 
Bulletins —  
Digital Ministry —  

May 22 — Easter 6 

Flowers — 

Eagle Ad — 

Eternal Flame — Suzette & Brian Frantz celebrat-
ing their 44th anniversary; Barb & Dave Nowotarski 
in honor of the wedding of Dr. Nicholas Nowotar-
ski and Malini Ragoopath 
Bulletins —  

Digital Ministry —  

 May 29 — Easter 7 

Flowers — 

Eagle Ad — 

Eternal Flame — Suzette & Brian Frantz cele-
brating their 44th anniversary 
Bulletins —  

Digital Ministry —  

Sponsorships for flowers ($40), the Reading Eagle 

ad ($20), Eternal Flame ($10), the bulletin ($25), 

and Digital Ministry ($10—$100) are available 

throughout the year. We accept multiple sponsors 

for any item and any date. Please call the office, 

email Karen Nein, or complete the form in the 

narthex to sponsor any of these five items. 
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Take a Hike 

“In every walk in nature, one receives far more than one seeks.”  —John Muir 

Last year about 20 folks from Grace met together on a spring Saturday and took a walk 
through the woods. It was a lovely morning of walking, talking, fellowship and laughter. 
We had so much fun we are doing it again! Please join us for a walk at Gring’s Mill Recre-
ation Center, on Saturday, May 14th at 10 AM. We will meet at the bridge and walk to-
gether. All are welcome!  

Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly 

This year's NEPA Synod Assembly will once again be virtual and it will be on June 10 –
11. The theme will be “Gaining Strength, Stronger Together.” Registration is happen-
ing now and we are looking for two members to “attend” this year’s assembly with Pas-
tor Colleen. In order to attend you just need to be able to link, via a Zoom invitation, 
to the assembly from the comfort of your home. If you think you would be interested 
please let Pastor Colleen know as soon as possible.  

Mr. Rogers, to Graduates and to Us All 

Our world hangs like a magnificent jewel in the vastness of space. Every one of us is a 
part of that jewel, a facet of that jewel, and in the perspective of infinity, our differences 
are infinitesimal. We are intimately related. May we never even pretend that we are not. 
Deep down, we know that what matters in this life is more than winning for ourselves. 
What really matters is helping others win, too, even if it means slowing down and chang-
ing our course now and then. 

[Roman philosopher] Boethius wrote this sentence: “Oh happy race of mortals if your 
hearts are ruled, as is the universe, by love.” [There is a] deep part of you that allows you 

to stand for those things without which humankind cannot survive: love that conquers hate, peace that 
rises triumphant over war, and justice that proves more powerful than greed. So in all that you do, in all of 
your life, I wish you the strength and the grace to make those choices which will allow you—and your 
neighbor—to become the best of whoever you are.  

—Fred McFeely Rogers, 2002 

Jesus Leads Us Into Heaven 

On Thursday after the sixth Sunday of Easter—May 26 in 2022—the church celebrates the Ascension of 
Our Lord. John Donne (1571 – 1631) wrote the poem “Ascension,” which contains an important remind-
er: When Jesus returned to his Father, it was the culmination of all he had done to prepare the path to 
heaven for us. 

      … Joy at the uprising of this Sun, and Son … 

      He first enters the way. 

      O strong Ram, which hast batter’d heaven for me! 

      Mild lamb, which with Thy Blood hast mark’d the path! 

      Bright Torch, which shinest, that I the way may see! … 
 

 May we follow our strong-yet-mild, brightly shining Savior into God’s eternal presence. 
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From Thrivent 
Every month, one or more of 
our members and/or friends 
designate their Thrivent 
Choice dollars to Grace. We 
are very thankful for these 
contributions. In April, for a 
total of $1,282, the following 

designated their dollars to us: 

Kimberly A. Convry 

Faye L. Grauf 

Linda C. Miller 

Sharon & William D. Redcay 

David Lee Roper 

Joyce K. Ruffner 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Amazon Smile 
Quarterly we receive contributions through Am-
azonSmile when people purchase items through 
AmazonSmile and designate Grace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church Shillington as their chosen 
charitable organization. Please remember to use 
AmazonSmile whenever shopping on the Ama-
zon website. If you’ve never shopped with Ama-
zonSmile, go to our website and click on the link 
to sign up! 

Thank you to all who shopped on Amazon and 
utilized AmazonSmile with Grace as the benefi-
ciary. 

From Cynthia Vincent 

Editor’s note: the other month Cindy included a quote 
with her thank you note which was inadvertently missed. 
She wanted the note reprinted with the quote so you could 
get the entire gist of her thanks.  

I would like to reach out in ‘Thanks’ to all those 
who contributed to my welfare during my injury. 
I very much needed and appreciated your help 
since I was unable to do things for myself.  

I received so many ‘gifts’ during my recupera-
tion. All I can say is thank you, thank you and 
thank you! 

“Every now and then, a person with no ulterior 
motive and no self-interest will take pleasure in 
watching you succeed, grow and live your pur-

pose. This person will operate in love, will seek no 
praise, and want nothing in return. They are a 
Gift.”         —author unknown 

Peace and Blessings, Cynthia Vincent 

Dates to remember: 

• National Day of Prayer, May 5, 2022 

• Mother’s Day, May 8, 2022 

• Armed Forces Day, May 21, 2022 

• Victoria Day (Canada), May 23, 2022 

• Ascension Day, May 26, 2022 

• Memorial Day, May 30, 2022 
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My mother played piano. Growing up, I remember the trip to Hamlin’s Music 
Store in Elmira where she tested every upright until she settled on the maple-
finished Winter spinet that was delivered the next day. That night, like many that 
followed, my brothers and I would fall asleep listening to Mom’s ever-
broadening repertoire of seasonal popular classics. Around this time, we’d have 
heard “Rustle of Spring,” “Here Comes Peter Cottontail” and Irving Berlin’s 
“Easter Parade.” Those were the songs of Easter in our house. As we continue 
to celebrate the Easter Season throughout May, what are the songs of Easter in 
our house here at Grace? 

On Sunday, May 1, the Senior Choir continues to sing praise to God in Keith Hampton’s energetic, gospel 
inspired anthem, “Praise His Holy Name.” Sunday, May 8 celebrates Jesus as the good shepherd. What 
could be more fitting than an expressive setting of ST. COLUMBA, “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
played by Peals of Grace or Gordon Jacob’s straight-forward setting of Psalm 23, “Brother James’ Air” 
sung by the choir? 

On the Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 15, we celebrate the new day that Easter brings as our children’s choir 
sings Natalie Sleeth’s simple hymn of creation and rebirth, “Hymn of Promise.” In the beautiful words 
and melody of Twila Paris’ “Lamb of God,” we remember and acknowledge the sacrifice Christ has made 
for us. Thomas Tallis’ timeless motet, “If Ye Love Me,” sung by the Senior Choir on Sunday, May 22 is a 
reminder for us to follow the teachings of Christ. Felix Mendelssohn’s setting of “See What Love” from 
the oratorio St. Paul, reminds us that God is watching over us.  

This Easter season, listen to see if you can find a new song here at Grace that speaks to you! 

Blessings, 

Tim 

We continue to collect food items to provide some extra help for the children in the Governor Mifflin 
School District who need food over long weekends and at other 
times. Various organizations and churches work on this project and 
Grace has been assigned breakfast items. We appreciate your diligence 
at bringing in any of the following items: individual servings of cereal, 
fruit, and applesauce cups, fruit snacks, toaster pastries, and granola 
bars. Periodically throughout the school year, these items will be 
picked up to assemble the Power Packs. We truly appreciate your ded-
ication and continued support! 

Berks Encore Seeking MOW Volunteers and a Paid Part-Time Position 

The Berks Encore Mifflin Center which meets in our Fellowship Hall is adding another route to the 
Meals-on-Wheels program run and needs additional drivers and deliverers. They regularly need substitute 
drivers and deliverers but this additional route requires even more volunteers. If you can help, please con-
tact Megan Dissinger, 610.777.5577. 

In addition to volunteers, the center seeks a part-time Center Assistant, about 20 hours a week at $15/
hour, beginning at 7 AM. The Mifflin Center is the second largest center in Berks County and this position 
is critical to the Meals-on-Wheels program and the efficiency of the Mifflin Center. Anyone interested can 
email their interest and resume to Megan directly at mdissinger@berksencore.org. 

 

Power Packs 
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Church Staff 
Rev. Colleen Cox  ................................................... Pastor 

Rev. David Roper .............................. Pastoral Associate 

Timothy Jenks  ................ Director of Music Ministries 

Deborah Jenks  ................................................... Organist 

Karen A. Nein  .............................. Parish Administrator 

Kim Nakonecznyj .......................... Christian Education  

   Coordinator 

Brian Ruffner  ........................................................ Sexton 

Donald Rauber  .................................................... Security 

Communicating with Pastor Colleen 

Pastor Colleen will meet with anyone in her office at the convenience of both the requester and the pas-
tor. Either email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org, call/text her cell phone: 215.264.5274, or call the of-
fice. She would be happy to schedule an office appointment with you, speak with you on the phone, or 
visit if possible. Please note, however, that Pastor’s days off are Fridays and Saturdays. Contact her on 
these days only in case of an emergency, please. In case of a pastoral emergency, she can be reached 
24/7. Please note that Pastor Colleen uses her cell phone for all emergencies so the volume is always on. 
If not an emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9 AM or after 9 PM.  

We have a coffee fellowship hour in Fellowship Hall following worship on the second 
and fourth Sundays of each month. We have a wonderful time laughing and socializing 
with our fellow church members and visitors. Refreshments are usually a mixture of sa-
vory and sweet, something for everyone! Of course, we have coffee and other drinks. We 
look forward to seeing you and chatting with you in May.  

Sponsors for the May fellowship refreshments are members of both choirs: Senior Choir and Peals of 
Grace. 
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