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http://bit.ly/GraceShillingtonYouTube 

Mission Statement: “God’s children called to serve and to proclaim the message of love 

and acceptance through Jesus Christ to a changing world.” 

“And he puzzled three hours, till his puzzler was 

sore. Then the Grinch thought of something he 

hadn’t before! ‘Maybe Christmas,’ he thought, 

‘doesn’t come from a store. Maybe Christmas…

perhaps…means a little bit more!’” 

I am a huge fan of the beloved Christmas cartoon, 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas. I watch it every year 
and I have even gotten hooked on the live action 
movie starring Jim Carrey. The whole reason I am 
so in love with the Grinch is because the story nev-
er fails to remind me that the real celebration of 
Christmas is not about the gifts, the presents, the 
parties, the lights, the decorations or the food. It is 
about friends and family gathering together to cele-
brate the Holiest of nights. It is about the commu-
nity coming together to sing songs about the One 
who is present with us, in us, and through us. As a 
people we gather to celebrate the Incarnation. The 
author Mary Earle said, “Incarnation is about God 
choosing to be one of us, so that we might become 
communities of compassion, mercy, courage, jus-
tice, care, God’s embodied presence here and now.” 
When the Grinch is up on that hill, sled raised, 
about to hurl all of Whoville’s Christmas trappings 
off the side of the mountain, it is the sound of the 
community gathered and singing that he hears. It is 
that sound that makes his heart grow three sizes in 
his chest. It is in that moment that Christ is birthed 
into his heart and he is forever changed. 

While it is a simple cartoon, its message is one of 
hope and light and the transformative power of 

God. As we journey through this Advent season 
waiting to celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus, we 
are invited to notice God being birthed in our 
midst, in one another, in our friend, and in our ene-
my. We are invited to stop in the midst of the busy-
ness and craziness of the season to listen for the 
sounds of love. To listen for the gathered commu-
nity singing carols of hope and light. To listen for 
the whispers of God. And when we hear those 
sounds of God’s presence being ushered into our 
world, we are invited to let all of that joy fill our 
hearts. 

During this season of Advent, may we embrace si-
lence and stillness in order to see more clearly and 
hear more keenly the movement of the Spirit of 
God. May we rejoice with hope and expectation 
that God is to be born among us. May we listen for 
the sounds of Jesus’ birth and may we expect our 
hearts to grow three sizes that day. May we recog-
nize the Holy within us, among us, and may we al-
low the Holy to work through us. 

During this Advent season may the wonder, the 
glory and the divine mystery that is the birth of 
Christ transform us and gather us together to sing 
songs of joy and light. 

Merry Christmas! 
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Christmas Eve Service 

We will worship in the sanctuary on Christmas Eve with special music beginning at 4pm and worship be-
ginning at 4:30. The service will include Holy Communion, special music, and candle lighting. The service 
will be recorded and offered online by around 7pm, as well. All are welcome! 

Gather Round the Manger 

Join us 5–7pm for a community event where we will gather around the manger at 
Immanuel UCC in Shillington. There will be crafts, a food truck and at 6:45 we 
will gather together and sing Christmas carols. Bring your families and let’s join 
with our friends and neighbors to prepare the way! All are welcome! 

Anchor Church Update 

We had a very successful first Faith Celebration event on October 23. There were 
so many stories shared that talked about the history of Grace through our 122 
years. Thanks go to the team that planned and organized the dinner. The food was excellent, and the team 
did a great job of listening to what was and was not shared. They are already working on the plans for the 
next Faith Celebration event which will be on January 22 when the theme will be stories of the Bible.  

During their meeting on November 16th church council conducted their usual 
business, including approving the prior month’s meeting minutes, reviewing re-
ports from the committees, and scheduling their next meeting. In addition, here 
are a few highlights of other business conducted: 

 Pastor Colleen briefed council on Trinity Lutheran Church in Confluence, 
PA (southeast of Pittsburgh) whose members worship with us via our online 

service each week.  

 A QR code linking to the church’s worship webpage will be created for inclusion in print media such 
as the newsletter and flyers that can be distributed to various organizations such as nursing homes, 
etc. This should make it easier for people to access our online worship services. 

 Council received an update on the progress of cleaning out the lower level nursery room. Berks En-
core will be using the room for exercise equipment in the new year. 

 So far no one has expressed interest in filling the open Property Manager position created by Don 
Rauber’s retirement. The position will be advertised more widely in the near future. 

 The Property Committee’s clean up day was a success. The Boy Scouts and their families helped 
along side some of our dedicated church members. Thank you to all who made 
this job easier and quicker! 

 The process for creating the 2023 church budget is right on schedule. The pro-
posed budget will be ready to present to council for their approval at the Decem-
ber meeting and then for final approval by the congregation in early January. 

Complete meeting minutes, once approved, are available by contacting the church 
office. 

Highlights Highlights 
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Grace Tidings Staff 
Contributors: Staff, Church Council, church members  
Editor: Karen A. Nein 
Coordinators: Sylvia Klett, Linda Spitko  

Collators: Carol Baker, Nancy Kennedy, Joan Kulp, Janice Maulick, Shirley 
Rhein, Nancy Smith, Rosemary Witmer, Barbara Wolfe 

A Christmas Coloring Page Just for You! 

Congregation Council 
 Jim Thompson, President  Janis Eppley 
 Chip Bilger, Vice President Paul Eppley 
 Suzie Harteg, Secretary Rory Knosp 
 Gary Yost, Treasurer Ruth O’Leary  
 Marcie Bilger Toni Schirmer 
 Jill Bradley Linda Sepeda 
 Molly Clark  Melissa Smith 
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December Sponsorships  
We appreciate everyone who continues to sponsor 
our standing expenses: altar flowers from Stein’s, 
the eternal flame, the Reading Eagle ad, which pro-
vides information about our worship services and 
Sunday School, and bulletins. Digital Ministry spon-
sors are recognized in the online service as well as in 
Grace Notes.  

December 4 — Advent 2 

Flowers —  

Eagle Ad —  

Eternal Flame — Cindy Shaffer honoring the 
memory of her husband, Craig 

Bulletins —  

Digital Ministry —  

December 11 — Advent 3 

Flowers —  

Eagle Ad — Sharon and Daniel Smith celebrating 
Nancy Smith’s birthday 

Eternal Flame — James Reaser in honor of Janice’s 
birthday 

Bulletins —  
Digital Ministry —  

December 13 — Advent 4 

Flowers — Cindy Shaffer in loving memory of her 
husband, Craig, on their 51st anniversary 

Eagle Ad —  
Eternal Flame —  
Bulletins —  
Digital Ministry —  

December 24 — Christmas Eve 

Flowers — Suzanne Harteg in loving memory of 
Blaine Harteg, Ardell & Richard Herzog and June 
Harteg 

Eagle Ad — Suzanne Harteg, as above 

Eternal Flame — Suzanne Harteg, as above 

Bulletins — Suzanne Harteg, as above 

Digital Ministry — Suzanne Harteg, as above 

Sponsorships for flowers ($40), the Reading Eagle ad 

($20), the eternal flame ($10), the bulletin ($25), and 

Digital Ministry ($20–$100) are available throughout 

the year. We accept multiple sponsors for any item 

and any date. Please call the office, email Karen 

Nein, or complete the form in the narthex to spon-

sor any of these five items. Please consider spon-

soring the Digital Ministry as more and more 

people watch us online every week and covering 

this expenditure is very important. 

Hospitality/Fellowship Hour 

We will meet December 11 after worship to enjoy 
some time for socializing and hospitality in our 
Fellowship Hall. The Pastoral Care Team will 
supply the beverages and munchies. We look for-
ward to seeing you there and catching up on the 
latest news! Please join us. 
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Watch for the “Poinsettia Tree” with names and addresses of our homebound. Please help by selecting a 
name or names to deliver a poinsettia and bring Christmas cheer to a homebound member! Plants can be 
picked up for delivery to our homebound members after Sunday worship on December 18 or during reg-
ular office hours from December 19 through December 22. 

2022 Christmas Sponsorship Contributions 

DEADLINE December 16 

I wish to contribute towards the poinsettias this year.       
$___________ 

❑ In honor of: 

 ______________________________________ 

❑ In memory of: 

 ______________________________________ 

 ______________________________________ 

Please list my name/our names in the bulletin insert as follows: 

 _________________________________________________  

I wish to contribute towards Lutheran Disaster Response Fund this 
year.                 $____________ 

❑ In honor of: 

 ______________________________________ 

❑ In memory of: 

 ______________________________________ 

 ______________________________________ 

Please list my name/our names in the bulletin insert as follows: 

 _________________________________________________  

Date: ______________ 

Cash:   $____________ 

Check# __________ in the total amount of  $___________ 

 

Thank you for supporting our homebound 
members, decorating the church and/or the 
Lutheran Disaster Response Fund. Your loving 
kindness reaches out to many people who 
truly appreciate it. 

Please mark your envelope for “Christmas 
Insert” and use this form for the details. 
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From Trashed to Treasured 

In December 2017, Jimmy Amisial, a Texas State 
student home in Haiti on break, noticed a crowd 
peering into a trash can. A 4-month-old infant lay 
inside, but no one moved. So Amisial scooped up 
the baby and took him home to his mom. They 
washed and clothed him, gave him milk and sought 
medical care. 

After investigators failed to locate parents, a judge 
asked if Amisial would serve as legal guardian. 
Sensing “this had happened for a reason,” he “took 
a leap of faith.” Now Amisial is raising funds to 
adopt Emilio. “I’m glad I got the opportunity to 
transform his life from being abandoned in the 
trash to being a wonderful treasure,” he says. 

Likewise, God did not leave humankind trapped 
amid the trash of sin and evil, destruction and 
death. Instead, God came to us as Jesus, scooped 
us into his loving arms and claimed us as his own. 
Like Emilio, we’ve been transformed and are treas-
ured. 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 

A Christmas Harvest 

Christmas is the harvest time of love. Souls are 
drawn to other souls. All that we have read and 
thought and hoped comes to fruition at this happy 
time. Our spirits are astir. We feel within us a 
strong desire to serve. A strange, subtle force, a 
new kindness, animates man and child. A new spirit 
is growing in us. No longer are we content to re-
lieve pain, to sweeten sorrow, to give the crust of 
charity. We dare to give friendship, service, the 
equal loaf of bread and love. 

—Helen Keller 

Parable of the Tree 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 

How disappointing God sometimes is! We ask in 
prayer for some things and His answers are so 
strange that we suspect He does the very opposite 
just to annoy us! 

But the real truth is that God has His own ways of 
answering people who pray. Often he sends our 

blessings wrapped up in a package very different 
from what we had pictured. Only when the bundle 
is fully opened can we realize how glorious the an-
swer has been. 

There is a beautiful “parable of the tree” told of a 
massive monster that lifted its leafy arms to pray in 
the midst of dense forest. The tree prayed that 
someday it might be cut down and fashioned into a 
palace where a king would dwell. This tree wanted 
to be a palace into which would come one day all 
the great people and all the wise people and all the 
mighty people of the earth.  

The years passed, and the decades, and the centu-
ries. Still, there stood the tree in the forest. No one 
came to cut it down. It seemed as though the heav-
enly Father had not heard its prayer. 

But then one day there was the sound of the ring-
ing axe in the woodlands. Woodsmen were shout-
ing and laughing, as they hurriedly cut down the 
tree. Its boughs thrilled at every blow from the 
blade, for it believe and trusted that now at last its 
age-old prayer was to be answered. 

But the limbs of the tree were not made into long, 
wide beams fit for a palace. They were cut into nar-
row, rough boards and formed into an ordinary sta-
ble in which animals might be kept. What an an-
swer to the prayer that the tree had prayed! It had 
asked God that it might one day be a palace where 
a king would dwell and where all the great and wise 
people would come and instead it was used to build 
a stable! 

But one night as the star shone brightly, the Christ 
Child was born in the little stable made from the 
disappointed tree. The shepherds brought their 
wondering devotion, and from afar the Wise Men 
came, seeking Him who was born King of all the 
earth. And ever since, the great and the wise, the 
mighty and the powerful have turned to that man-
ger and have bowed their heads low before the 
majesty of Him who was born in a Judean stable. 

Strange, indeed, were God’s ways of dealing with 
that praying tree. And God will answer our prayers, 
also. We need to pray without ceasing, to wait pa-
tiently, and then watch for the marvelous surprise 
God will send to us! 
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From Our Church Musicians 

    All earth is hopeful, the savior comes at last 
Furrows lie open for God’s creative task: 

this, the labor of people who struggle to see 
how God’s truth and justice set everybody free. 

      —Alberto Taulé from “Toda La Tierra” 

This carol of hope is likely one that many of us will find new. The simple melody and wistful text were 
composed and written by Roman Catholic priest and musician, Alberto Taulé, from the Catalan region of 
Spain. The words were translated by American writer, Madeleine Forell Marshall. During the lighting of 
our Advent wreath as we sing this song together, its delightful tune and story will prepare us for the light 
of Christ. 

On the First Sunday of Advent, November 27, we begin the new church year with a wake-up call that 
Christ is coming soon reflected in the hymns, “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending,” “Wake, Awake, for 
Night Is Flying,” and “The King Shall Come.” The anthem is Anna Laura Page’s, “Creation Will Be at Peace,” a 
prayer for peace based on the prophesy of Isaiah. 

John Ness Beck’s anthem, “Every Valley” on December 4, the Second Sunday of Advent, reiterates the 
message in Isaiah for all to be ready to prepare for a new beginning. “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry,” 
John the Baptist announces that the Lord is truly at hand. In “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness,” and “Hark a 
Thrilling Voice Is Sounding,” we are reminded of the promise of hope that comes with Christ’s presence 
among us. 

Joyful expectation is at hand as we “Prepare the Royal Highway” for the promise of hope and justice in “Let 
Streams of Living Justice.” On the Third Sunday of Advent, December 11, “Hark, the Glad Sound!” reminds 
us once again that Christ is near. Albin C. Whitworth’s setting of Holst’s tune, “In the Bleak Midwinter,” 
highlights Christina Rossetti’s descriptive poem that makes the forthcoming Nativity seem so immediate 
and personal. 

On December 18, the fourth Sunday of Advent, the stars rise and set in, “Night of Stars,” played by Peals 
of Grace. “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn,” prepares us for to celebrate Jesus’ birth. We are invited 
to reflect on the hope of the season and the transforming power of love that is to come in “Come Thou 
Long-Expected Jesus,” and “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling.” 

On Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24, we celebrate Christ’s birth with one service: Music of the 
Season beginning at 4:00pm, followed by worship at 4:30pm. There will be no worship service on Christ-
mas Day, Sunday, December 25 as you celebrate Christ’s birth with family and friends. 

Sing in the new year on Sunday, January 1 at 9:30am in our annual Lessons and Carols service. Come 
hear the greatest story ever told, sing the greatest carols ever sung, and receive the greatest gift ever given! 

We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live 

in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see 
our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 

 

This year, as the decorations go up and the nativity sets are assembled with baby Jesus lovingly placed in 
the manger once again, let us reflect on how Jesus is present, with us and in us, every day and in every way. 

Have a blessed Christmas, 

Tim and Deb 
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Feeling the winter 
blues? Come walk 
in the warm Middle 
East with the wom-
en of the Bible dur-
ing a six-week Bible 
Study, and enjoy 
fellowship as we 
study together. Ex-

perience the journeys, stories, struggles and tri-
umphs of Eve, Dorcas, Elisheba, Jochebed and 
Miriam. This study runs Mondays, January 9th 
through February 13th, from 10:30am until 
11:30am. Join this group to study how God loved, 
enriched, and encouraged these women during 
their journeys of faith. 

We hope to see you there. All are welcome! 

A Prayer for Christmas 

The internet reveals little about Wilda English—
only that she lived from 1916 to 1997 and once re-
sided in California. No details exist about her fami-
ly, work or interests; just this prayer, widely shared 
online. And it is no small thing. Indeed, the prayer 
tells much about her faith. 

God bless Wilda English for sharing these words 
with the world. May they continue to inspire many!  

God grant you the light in Christmas, which is faith; the 
warmth of Christmas, which is love; the radiance of 

Christmas, which is purity; 
the righteousness of Christmas, which is justice; 

the belief in Christmas, which is truth; 
the all of Christmas, which is Christ. 

A Collaboration Across Time 

and Place 

For Christmas Day worship, many churches in-
clude Psalm 98. It is fitting, then, that Isaac Watts, 
who interpreted 132 psalms as hymn texts, based a 
now-beloved carol on it. 

Watts (1674–1748) was a student of language, reli-
gion and philosophy. He wanted to make Scripture 
more relevant to lay people and thought hymns 
could help. Watts composed more than 600 hymn 

texts, many still in use. But Psalm 98:4-9, “Joy to 
the World,” needed music to fit its words. 

Enter Lowell Mason (1792–1872), an American 
choir director. He came across Watts’ Psalm 98 
hymn text and sought inspiration for a melody 
from the famous oratorio Messiah by George F. 
Handel (1685–1759). Mason pulled musical phrases 
from sections of Handel’s work, resulting in the 
tune we now recognize as “Joy to the World.” 

So it is that three men who lived across three cen-
turies and never met—along with the composer of 
the original psalm more than two millennia earli-
er—together produced a hymn to the Christ-child, 
which millions have sung and continue to love. 

 

 

The Word in Season is now avail-
able for the first quarter of 
2023. It can be found in the 
narthex and on the racks near 
the office. Pick yours up be-
fore we run out! 

 

 

Online Worship 

All of our worship services are 
available online! Just go to 
www.graceshillington.org and 
click on the “Worship” tab or 
scan the QR code to the right.  

 

Pizza with the Pastor 

All Sunday School children and their families are 
invited for pizza with the Pastor on Sunday, De-
cember 4th at 5pm. We will eat together, hear a sto-
ry, and then work on a fun advent/Christmas craft 
for the whole family. Please RSVP to the Pastor by 
Friday, Dec. 2.  



9 



10 

I want to thank you, the Grace congregation, for your gener-
ous donations of gift cards and cleaning supplies for our 
families during our recent host week. These items are always 
needed, and by providing the cleaning supplies, the gift cards 
may be used to concentrate on food items. 

The money we raised through Boscov’s Friends Helping 
Friends coupon sale will be used to buy Christmas gifts for a family of 3 and a homeless teen. The money 
from the “Star Tree” will be used to help support this mission. 

Family Promise is in the process of setting up a third transition home for families. Moving forward, we are 
asked to supply an evening meal for the families on the Monday evening of our host week between 6 and 
6:30pm. Instead of one volunteer preparing a meal for each house, we will be seeking multiple volun-
teers—a volunteer/meal for each location. If you are interested in preparing a meal but cannot deliver it, I 
will gladly make the delivery. Meals do not have to be anything fancy, just the same type of meal you 
would prepare for your family. The number of people in the program varies month to month. As we get 
close to each host week, I will verify the number of people for each location. We are also advised ahead of 
time if there are any particular allergies. If you do not wish to cook a meal, you may order from a local res-
taurant and have it delivered. 

Sadly, moving forward, Immanuel UCC will no longer be a partner in Family Promise. They have offered 
to support us when needed. We have worked together since 2006. It has been a great partnership and they 
will be missed. 

The host week dates for 2023 have not yet been set. I will keep the congregation informed as I get that 
information. God bless you all for supporting Family Promise. I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 

Your Friend in Christ, 

Suzie Harteg 

610-223-2696 

saharteg@gmail.com 

UPDATE from 

 

A Personal Query 

Had I been with the shepherds there 
Upon that Holy Night, 
Should I have seen the vision rare 
Which burst upon their sight? 

Or would mine eyes have holden been 
To glories which by them were seen? 
 
Had I been there when wise men brought  
Rich offerings from afar, 
Led to the one for whom they sought 
By a mysterious star. 
Would I have worshiped, as did they, 
Or turned indifferently away? 
 

 
 
The angel’s song, the shepherd’s word 
The Magi’s witnessing 
Proclaimed, with wonderful accord, 
The birth of Christ the King: 
If I such marvelous things had seen, 
What would my attitude have been? 
 
Today as in the long ago 
When Christ on earth was born, 
Men either seek His will to know 
Or turn away in scorn. 
If Christ, as Lord, they would enthrone 
Then would His “peace on earth” be known. 

—Fred Scott Shepard 
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We recently received a contribu-
tion on behalf of Thrivent 
Choice®. The Thrivent clients 
directing their dollars to us are: 

Susan Bamburak 

Linda Sepeda 

Nancy A. Smith 

Karl & Linda Sweigert 

Christmas Crack-ups 

Enjoy these kid-friendly holiday jokes! 

What did Adam say the day before Christmas?  

It’s Christmas, Eve! 

What do you sing at a snowman’s birthday party? 

“Freeze a jolly good fellow!” 

What is a Christmas tree’s favorite candy?  

Ornamints. 

Why did Rudolph get a bad report card?  

Because he went down in history. 

What is an elf’s favorite kind of music? 

Wrap music! 

How much did Santa pay for his sleigh? 

Nothing. It was on the house! 

What kind of photos do Santa’s helpers take? 

Elfies. 

From Charles Swindoll 

This is the message of Christmas: Because He loves 
us, God has come to redeem us—to bring life and 
color back to our lives, to expel the darkness of our 
hearts and from our world. On a rescue mission 
designed by His Father before time began, Jesus 
silently slipped into our world, breathed our air, felt 
our pain, became acquainted with our sorrows, suf-
fered and died for our sins...to show us the way out 
of our darkness and into His glorious light. This 
Christmas, may you know the warmth of the Sav-
ior’s love spreading over you as you never have be-
fore. May the beauty of the season remind you of 
His intense concern for every detail of your life and 
His great, sacrificial love for you. 

Weekly Worship Services Posted 
Online at www.graceshillington.org 

Church phone: 610.777.7885 

Office Hours: M–W, 9am to 2pm; Th, 9am to 1pm 

 Pastor Colleen Cox pastor@graceshillington.org 
 Tim Jenks tjenks@graceshillington.org 
 Deb Jenks djenks@graceshillington.org 
 Karen Nein knein@graceshillington.org 
 Kim Nakonecznyj ChristianEd@graceshillington.org 
 Church office graceshillington@graceshillington.org 

 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraceShillPA 

Website: www.graceshillington.org 

Church Staff 
Rev. Colleen Cox  ................................................... Pastor 

Rev. David Roper .............................. Pastoral Associate 

Timothy Jenks  ................. Director of Music Ministries 

Deborah Jenks  ................................................... Organist 

Karen A. Nein .............................. Parish Administrator 

Kim Nakonecznyj.......................... Christian Education  

   Coordinator 

Brian Ruffner  ........................................................ Sexton 

Donald Rauber  ................................................... Security 

Communicating with Pastor Colleen 

Pastor Colleen will meet with anyone in her office at the convenience of both the requester and the pas-
tor. Either email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org, call/text her cell phone: 215.264.5274, or call the of-
fice. She would be happy to schedule an office appointment with you, speak with you on the phone, or 
visit if possible. Please note, however, that Pastor’s days off are Fridays and Saturdays. Contact her on 
these days only in case of an emergency, please. In case of a pastoral emergency, she can be reached 
24/7. Please note that Pastor Colleen uses her cell phone for all emergencies so the volume is always on. 
If not an emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9am or after 9pm.  

mailto:knein@graceshillington.org
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In This Issue  

Paying-it-Forward Ministry 
As we approach the holidays, it is a time to reflect on and be thankful for the blessings in our lives. The same 
is true at Grace. As of the end of October, the general operating fund contributions are in line with the budg-
et, and expenses are being managed to stay within the forecasted amounts. On behalf of Church Council, I 
am very appreciative of your continued sharing of your treasure, as well as your time and talents. Thank you 
very much for your ministry!  

The good news is that Grace is financially holding course to match our approved budget. The unfortunate 
news is that we are also still projecting to have a $10,000 deficit at the end of the year. Further, as previously 
communicated, Grace still needs to cover the $23,000 cost of the HVAC system with the air purification ca-
pability, as well as needing additional funding to support the ongoing Digital Worship Ministry. The Council 
Executive Team in collaboration with the Finance Team are exploring options to secure additional funding 
sources to help defray these unbudgeted expenses. However, you can help as well with your continued pray-
ers and additional contributions as you are able. Here are just a few funding considerations to pay it forward 
and support our ministries: 

 Designate an end-of-year special donation to support your favorite ministry, such as the HVAC system 
replacement, the music ministry, the outreach ministry, Family Promise, Meals on Wheels, the Food Pan-
try, etc. 

 Allocate your available Thrivent Dollars to support a Grace ministry and/or the general operating fund. 

 Make a holiday donation in memory of or in honor of a loved one. 

As discussed in last month’s newsletter, this financial support is not about how to rebuild our bank account. 
Rather the money will be used to help us continue to pay for the ministries that reach out to our neighbors. 
We are not just trying to keep up a building; we are trying to sustain and create ministries that help us to pay 
it forward and to share the love of Jesus with our community.    

Church Council is aware that times are really hard for folks right now. As the holidays are upon us, there are 
many extra costs, along with the higher costs of everyday living, and money can be tight. It is a lot to ask of 
you, but Grace needs you now more than ever. “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be al-
so.” (Matt 6:21) 

Please prayerfully consider making a commitment to continue to support the ministries of Grace in whatever 
ways you can. Some weeks that may mean you have some extra money to offer. Some weeks that may mean 
you can offer your time as a worship assistant, in the Food Pantry, or driving for Meals on Wheels. Some 
weeks that may mean you are saying extra prayers for Grace. Whatever way you can help would be most ap-

preciated, and with God’s help we know it will make a difference. Thank you very much. 

Jim Thompson , President, Church Council 


